The main results showed that incorporation of bananas into the diets of the pigs brought about, whatever the level of protein supplement, a reduction of growth performances as compared with those recorded with the control diet. This effect might be explained by a decrease in the daily dry matter intake and in the feed efficiency of the diet. In spite of a depressing effect of green banana silage on the digestibility of the diet, its feeding value was similar to that of the fresh product owing to a decrease in the water content rendering the dry matter intake more easy. On the other hand, ripe banana silage led to moderate growth performances because of its high crude fibre content.
Presence of bananas in the diet resulted in a low digestibility of the dietary crude protein.
However, the carcasses produced were of good quality, even when the animals were slaughtered at a high weight (no kg). Thus, bananas, which are watery products, may constitute 50 p. 100 of total dry matter intake for pigs between 30 and 90 kg live weight and about 6 5 p. Too between 90 and m o kg.
